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Cartagena unless the situation is remedied, because they do not
consider their merchandise and goods to be safe in their houses but
rather, along with their wives and children, to be at the mercy of
any pair of corsairs who may choose to come to disquiet and to rob
the city. Especially since many are convinced that these same
enemies will shortly return here, as many of them have declared that
they will.

It will be a pity to see so deserted and diminished one of the finest
cities Your Majesty possesses in all the Indies, the most convenient
and most important port here, so far as Your Majesty's armadas and
fleets are concerned; which, if Your Majesty favour and fortify it,
will daily become more productive to the royal exchequer.

Our Lord preserve the Catholic royal person of Your Majesty
infinite years, as we Your Majesty's servants desire and need.

Cartagena, June i, 1586.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's servants kiss Your Majesty's royal hands.

Don Luis Guzman
Alonso de Tapia (Rubrics).

(Enclosure)
(P. i)                                  t
An account of what happened in Cartagena in the Indies from
the receipt of the news that Captain Francis Drake was coming in
command of the English fleet.
On the 4th day of the month of January in the current year of 586
an advice-boat named La Concepcidn, Esteban de Yracar master,
entered the port of this city. This vessel had been despatched by the
president and judges of the House of Trade in Seville. It brought
letters from them wherein they informed this city that Captain
Francis Drake with a certain fleet was leaving England for these parts
and that on the 2 ist of October of last year, 1585, he had set out upon
his voyage from the city of Bayona where he had occasioned some
disturbance and done damage in that port and in other parts of the
kingdom of Galicia, and that it was generally reported that he was
crossing to the Indies. They warned this city to be on the alert.